THE   HINDU   TRADITION
I am not, of course, suggesting that such a solution
is either easy or possible m every instance, even
where the aggressor is all to blame: and still more
complicated are those instances where there is blame
on both sides so that it is hard to tell on which side
justice lies. Hardest of all, perhaps, would it be to
make the Pathan raider understand.
Once when I was staying in St. Helena Island,
South Carolina, among the unsophisticated American
Negro folk, there was a very old man named Uncle
Sam, who was well known for his wisdom and
goodness. When two hot-headed young men were
brought before him for quarrelling, he said to them,
"You young folk haven't got the 'telligence to
reason it out, and so yer have to fight it out instead."
Only by very slow degrees does humanity learn how
futile the fighting method is, and how unintelligent
it must be to try to settle quarrels in that manner.
We read in English history how Great Britain
and the United States came to the very verge of
war on December 17, 1895, when President Cleve-
land sent what was virtually an ultimatum to Great
Britain over the Venezuela boundary. For a few
days war and peace were hanging m the balance;
yet the point at issue had not even a financial value
and it was found afterwards that it was quite possible
to settle it by arbitration. We have now at last got
so far forward as to agree with the United States
to submit every question arising between us to
arbitration.
Yet the further issue has to be faced, whether.